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Rotation Method for Conservation of Disposable
N95 and KN95 Masks

During voluntary use of disposable N95 and KN95 masks that cannot be washed, one may choose to extend the useful
life of the masks by setting up a “rotation of use system”. This method can allow for the use of these masks up to five
times before having to dispose of them.

Keeping track of when a mask was last used and safely storing it for at least five days before using it again can allow
a reduction of potentially infectious biological contaminants. This method is effective against the virus that causes
COVID-19 " but is not necessarily effective against all infectious microorganisms you could encounter.

This method is adapted from an emergency use authorization to conserve respiratory protection materials for health-
care workers. Though this method is no longer recommended for healthcare workers because of increased Ng5 avail-
ability, it can be used for voluntary personal use of disposable N95 and KN95 masks.

Rotation Method Steps
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Designate one mask for each day of

the week that you need to wear one.

(Example five masks for a full work
week)
+ Label each mask and keep track
of the number of uses.

After a single day’s use, place the
mask in a clean, dry area where it can
sit for at least five days.

+ Only handle the mask by the
straps; avoid touching the
facepiece.

+ Hang the mask on a hook where
it won't be disturbed or place it
in an open paper bag on a shelf.
(Lunch-bag size is a good fit).
Wash your hands after handling a
mask that has just been worn.

When ready to use the mask again
(after at least five days) check the
following list. If ANY of the condi-
tions are present, dispose of the
mask and replace it with a new one
for that day of the week.

Dispose of a mask if:

« The mask has already been worn
five times.

+ There is any soiling or damage to
the materials.

« The ear or head straps have
become poorly-connected, over-
stretched, or have lost elasticity.

+ The mask no longer has a snug
fit against the face and/or gaps
appear.

+ The mask seems harder to
breathe through than it previously
was.

NOTES:

1. The rotation option is not recommended for surgical style masks due to lower quality construction that may be weakened after

one use.

2. No chemical or UV decontamination methods of any masks are recommended unless the mask manufacturer has provided

written instructions.
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